SMART SEX
WORKER’S GUIDE

TO CHALLENGING THE INTRODUCTION

OF THE NORDIC MODEL

The ‘Nordic Model’ is used to describe the approach of criminalising the
clients of sex workers. It aims to eradicate sex work completely. Under this
framework all sex workers are viewed as victims lacking agency, and sex
work is seen as something that is impossible to choose or to consent to.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE NORDIC MODEL:

INCREASED POWER TO POLICE,
POLICING AND SURVEILLANCE
The Nordic Model requires substantial
financial resources to enable increased
racial profiling and deportation of
migrant sex workers. Increased levels
of discrimination and state intervention
in sex workers’ lives.

LACK OF STATE
RESPONSIBILITY

ATTITUDES AMONG SERVICE
PROVIDERS AND POLICE
THE VICTIM NARRATIVE

CHALLENGING STRATEGIES
CHALLENGING THE LANGUAGE

Terminology is instrumental in building up the propaganda
necessary to push for the introduction of the Nordic Model.
Existing stereotypes and misunderstandings are used to
maintain state control over sex workers and exclude them
from policy debates.

LEGAL PRINCIPLES

The Nordic Model is presented as a ‘middle ground’
between decriminalisation and criminalisation. This is a
complete misrepresentation as it causes significant harms
to sex workers and is a misuse of criminal law to restrict
the sexual autonomy of adults. Even if introduced through
‘anti-trafficking’ law, trafficking is already illegal so
additional criminalisation is redundant.

VISIBLE PROTESTS

In many countries, taking to the streets is a way sex
workers can bring attention to their cause if they are
denied other platforms. Through protest, sex workers
demonstrate agency, defying the victim narrative
underpinning the Nordic Model.

USING NATIONAL CONSTITUTIONS TO
CHALLENGE THE NORDIC MODEL
Sex worker-led organisations in many countries have used
their national constitutions as a key tool in challenging the
Nordic Model and advocating for their rights.

SHARING PERSONAL NARRATIVES TO
DISPEL MISUNDERSTANDINGS
Personal stories resonate with audiences and can help the
public understand why sex workers do not want the Nordic
Model. It is important to ensure a diverse range of voices
that cannot be narrowly labelled or stereotyped.

RESEARCH

The Nordic Model is based on assumptions, stereotypes
and misconceptions. Therefore it can be challenged by
research and evidence, including research conducted by
sex worker-led organisations to advocate and present
their perspective.

SEX WORK IS WORK:
SEX WORKERS SAY NO
TO THE NORDIC MODEL!
To learn more about challenging the
Nordic Model, read NSWP’s Smart
Sex Worker’s Guide to Challenging
the introduction of the Nordic Model
www.nswp.org/resource/smart-sexworkers-guide-challenging-theintroduction-the-nordic-model
or at http://bit.ly/nswp-nordic

