NSWP 2006 Year End Report
Over the past year, a number of activities were conducted and reports followed. These
are some of the activities the Network of Sex Work Projects participated in during
2006, along with links to some of the reports.

Association for Women's Rights in Development (AWID)
International organization connecting, informing and mobilizing people and
organizations committed to achieving gender equality, sustainable development and
women's human rights. Our goal is to cause policy, institutional and individual change
that will improve the lives of women and girls everywhere. We do this by facilitating
ongoing debates on fundamental and provocative issues as well as by building the
individual and organizational capacities of those working for women's empowerment
and social justice.
Khartini Slamah and Melissa Ditmore attended AWID's Money and Movements
conference in Mexico in November 2006. Melissa attended workshops on financial
reporting. A meeting of sex workers and supporters was held before the conference,
and this was attended by Meena Seshu, Zi Teng and others. Tini and Melissa also met
donors who have supported NSWP, Africa NSWP and APNSW.
•

Association for Women's Rights in Development (www.awid.org)

Stop Funding Brothel Raids
Anti-trafficking efforts are growing with increased funding and the method most
notably increasing is to raid brothels. This is counter to the wisdom of experience: it is
well documented that the people caught up in raids typically lose all their savings and
possessions, and most return to sex work quickly but less their hard-won savings and
possessions.
NGO collaboration with law enforcement has led to the detention and deportation of sex
workers caught up in raids. Deportation is often followed by prison terms, especially
when women (and it is only women) are deported to countries run by dictatorships.
It is unfortunate that these methods are more popular than the more effective and less
costly methods pioneered by the DMSC, in which sex workers are recognized as the
people most likely to be able to identify trafficking into red light areas, and for this
awareness to be capitalized upon to combat workplace abuses including trafficking in
their own workplaces.
•
•
•

Will the Gates Foundation please stop funding the kidnapping and illegal detention of sex
workers — September 2006
Letter to Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation regarding the foundation's financial support of
"rescue" missions by the International Justice Mission (PDF: GATES-060910.PDF) — From Melissa
Ditmore and Khartini Slamah, NSWP, September 10, 2006
Health and human rights advocates denounce Gates Foundation's support of raids on sex
workers: Advocates gather in Toronto to promote rights and safety of groups vulnerable to

HIV/AIDS. — XVI International HIV/AIDS Conference, Toronto, August 14, 2006

XVI International Conference on HIV/AIDS
The XVI International AIDS Conference was held on August 13-18 in Toronto. NSWP
and Stella and APNSW arranged and coordinated events and panels and press
conferences on topics including US funding, research ethics and practice, the Star
Whores show, raids, and labor rights for sex workers, all with strong media attention.
•

NSWP at the XVI AIDS Conference in Toronto, August 2006 (PDF: XVIAIDS-REPORT.PDF) —
Conference Report by Cheryl Overs, with photos from NSWP members.

United Nations Population Fund Consultation on Sex Work
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) held a consultation in Rio de Janeiro, July 1619 on the topic of sex work. UNFPA works to ensure universal access to reproductive
health, including family planning and sexual health to all couples and individuals.
UNFPA supports countries in using population data for policies and programs to reduce
poverty and to ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every birth safe, every young
person is free of HIV/AIDS and every girl and woman is treated wth dignity and
respect. Specific goals of UNFPA include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Universal access to reproductive health sevices by 2015
Universal primary education and closing the gender gap in
education by 2015
Reducing maternal maternity by 75 per cent by 2015
Reducing infant mortality
Increasing life expectancy
Reducing HIV infection rates

This UNFPA meeting in Rio de Janeiro created a convenient opportunity for several
NSWP members to meet. This small group NSWP members from all over the world met
to discuss the structure of the NSWP. Proposals were made and feedback from each
region will determine the future structure of the NSWP. This report includes
descriptions of proposals and two draft mission statements. Please read them and write
to the rapporteur from your region with your suggestions. Do not limit your
suggestions to the structures here! You may have a better idea for the future of NSWP.
•
•

United Nations Population Fund (www.unfpa.org))
Network of Sex Work Projects Meeting —, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 16-19 July 2006

United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS

At the 2005 World Summit, UN-member states agreed to:
"Developing and implementing a package for HIV prevention, treatment
and care with the aim of coming as close as possible to the goal of
universal access to treatment by 2010 for all those who need it."
Now The United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS (UNGASS) and
the Millennium Development Goal on HIV/AIDS sets a mandate to halt and reverse the
spread of the epidemic by 2015. The Universal Access Campaign builds on a prior
global target to provide three million people living with HIV/AIDS in low- and middleincome countries with life-prolonging antiretroviral treatment (ART). The goal is to
make universal access to HIV/AIDS prevention, and treatment acessible for all who
need them recognized as a human right.
Martine Ago of Bleti spoke to UNGASS and there were protests about US funding
restrictions. NSWP worked on various issues with a coalition of a groups at UNGASS.
•
•
•

NSWP Reports on UNGASS 2006: The United Nations General Assembly High-Level Meeting on
HIV/AIDS — New York, May 31 - June 2, 2006
Intervention by Martine Ago, Ivory Coast — The United Nations General Assembly High-Level Meeting
on HIV/AIDS, New York, June 1, 2006
United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS (www.ungass.org)

United Nations Commission on the Status of Women
This UN body met in New York in March, and the Sex Workers Project and the
coordinator worked with local allies to distribute a statement about "demand" and other
anti-trafficking jargon and efforts. These statements were written by Jo Doezema and
others around the world in January and February 2006.
•

United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/)

Meeting: The Changing Landscape of Prevention
A meeting was held with Anna Forbes of the Global Campaign for Microbicides to
discuss the ways sex workers will be affected by new HIV-prevention technologies,
including microbicides. While microbicides may be effective for a woman who has
vaginal sex a few times each week — and only for a woman who has vaginal sex —
they may be ineffective or even dangerous in sex work, in which many people have
many partners every day, and in which many infections are a risk. Condoms remain the
preferred method of protection from a variety of sexually transmitted infections and
remain the best choice for sex workers.
•
•

Why Women Should NOT use Lemon or Lime Juice as a microbicide — Global Campaign for
Microbicides. June 24, 2006
Global Campaign for Microbicides (www.global-campaign.org)

Research for Sex Work
Research for Sex Work was published in tandem with Women's Network for Unity, the
5000-member union of sex workers of all genders in Cambodia. This yearÕs theme was
money, and articles addressed trade agreements and access to treatment, donorimposed funding restrictions, the lack of inquiry into economic motivation and
development with regard to sex work, articles from Jamaica and China, and condom
stockouts in Africa. It was distributed at the AIDS Conference in Toronto, by post and
electronically. The theme of the next issue (2007) will be the sex workers' rights
movement.
•
•

Sex Work and Money (PDF: R4SW-09.PDF) — Research for Sex Work, No. 9 (August 2006)
Research for Sex Work — Contents of previous issues

Film: Taking the Pledge
A film about US-imposed funding restrictions is in production to be used for education
and advocacy. This film is nearly ready for distribution. Education about the effects of
(Presidents Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief) PEPFAR's restrictions has had some effect:
a US legislator has introduced a bill that would repeal these restrictions.
•
•
•

USAID PEPFAR Factsheet
Constitutionality of anti-prostitution pledge in the AIDS Act (PDF: BRENNAN-USAID.PDF) —
Memorandum from the Brennan Center for Justice, New York University School of Law, June 13, 2005.
Letter regarding the US Global AIDS Act — Coordinated by the Center for Health and Gender Equity,
signed by more than 85 organizations worldwide. May 17, 2005.

Other Activities
NSWP often signs onto or co-sponsors letters, conferences, campaigns and other
efforts led by others but which are in line with the NSWP mission to promote the rights
of sex workers.
Sigma Huda, the UN Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women
and Children, issued a press release November 24 for the International Day on the
Elimination of Violence against Women, in which her statements undermine sex
workers' rights because she equates prostitution with violence against women. NSWP
and APNSW signed on to a letter drafted with anti-trafficking lawyers in response to
this. An excerpt:
"Such a statement is overly broad and is not supported by
documentation or evidence. Rather, it represents one particular and
contested point of view, which she is, of course, free to express. Our
concern is that this view is presented as fact rather than as her personal
opinion."
World Health Organisation 100% Condom Use Policy

100% Condom Use Policy (100% CUP) is being scaled up in Asia by World Health
Organisation (WHO). No 100% CUP initiative has been without violations of sex
workers' human rights. Asia Pacific Network of Sex Workers (APNSW) has rightly taken
the lead on this issue. NSWP supports this, and we are committed to fulfilling any
requests for assistance whether it be for letters of support, or more elaborate
collaboration including raising funds.
•

The 100% Condom Use Policy: A sex workers' rights perspective

Research ethics
It is clear that mid-size pharmaceutical companies like Gilead and developers of new
technology for which profit is not the exclusive motivation (as with developers of
microbicides), are sensitive to genuine need for ethical research involving the
community from the beginning of trial design. This is the direct effect of the closures of
trials of tenofovir in Cambodia and Cameroon. However, large companies, such as
those developing vaccines, and some international agencies, appear to be less
committed to these principles in practice. We thank Dan Allman for participating in
UNAIDS meetings about this issue.

NSWP Funding in 2006
These grants have been accepted and administered by partner organizations. Most
grants have been administered by Womyn's Agenda for Change. Another has been
administered by the Sex Workers Project, another by Davida. One aim of the
organizational consultation is to register NSWP itself, which will simplify bookkeeping.
The acting coordinator also advanced funds for expenses related to activities for which
grants were not received prior to activities (for example, printing Research for Sex
Work: CDN$ 3,788; lodging expenses for XVI AIDS Conference in Toronto: $995).
As in previous years, 2006 funding for NSWP.ORG website and listserves was arranged
with and administered to the webmaster directly. NSWP is seeking alternative funding
for NSWP.ORG in 2007.
----------------------------------------------------NSWP 2006
Finances
----------------------------------------------------UNGASS sex workers attendance*
($5,000) (US visas denied,
funds returned)
Research for Sex Work: (15,000 euros)
19,506 (publication & distribution)
NSWP meeting in
Rio:
26,280 XVI International Conference on
HIV/AIDS: 18,222 (NSWP activities)
Taking
the Pledge:
13,000 (film on USAID anti-prostitution
pledge)
upcoming organizational consultation:
20,000 (to
inform NSWP's restructuring)
NSWP.ORG website &
listserves**
3,410 (arranged directly with webmaster)
----------------------------------------------------- TOTAL:
USD $100,418 -----------------------------------------------------

* Individual network members, advisors, and the coordinator raised $5,000 in funds for sex
workers to attend UNGASS which was returned when sex workers were denied US visas. These
funds are not reflected in the total.
** Funding for NSWP.ORG is not officially part of NSWP's funding. Funding arrangements were
made with, and paid to the webmaster directly.

NSWP.ORG: Internet Presence
According to Google.com, NSWP.ORG offers more than 1,260 interesting things to
read!
In 2006 NSWP served a total of 900,167 pages during 432,081 visits. While the
number of pages served decreased from total pages for 2005 1,216,724 pages, Visits
to NSWP increased by almost 100,000. Total visits during 2005: 338,231. In 2005 the
total pages served was exceptionally high (over 600,000 pages during October and
November) most due most likey to media attention such as the publishing of a
particular URL. In 2004 NSWP served a total of 600,608 pages during 312,883 visits.
It is important to note that most of the documents that NSWP.ORG serves are in
Portable Document Format (PDF). The total number of pages serves does not include
the number of PDF files downloaded from NSWP. As an example, I have chosen two of
NSWP.ORG's most popular documents to give you an idea of how many times these
PDF files were downloaded from NSWP.ORG during 2006.
2006: Making Sex Work Safe © 1997
By Paulo Longo & Cheryl Overs (PDF: MSWS.PDF)

---------------- 2006: MSWS.PDF ---------------- Jan:
1,929 Feb:
1,939 Mar:
4,308 Apr: 13,962 May: 10,667 Jun:
786
Jul:
773 Aug:
901 Sep:
985 Oct:
645 Nov:
722
Dec:
620 ---------------- TOTAL: 38,237 ---------------2006: Mujeres Migrantes Ocupadas en Servicios Sexuales
© 2001. By Laura Agustín (PDF: AGUSTIN-MIGRANTES.PDF)

---------------- 2006: MIGRANTES ---------------- Jan:
1,134 Feb:
948 Mar:
1,031 Apr:
1,281 May:
1,858 Jun:
1,440 Jul:
1,467 Aug:
1,532 Sep:
1,343 Oct:
1,561 Nov:
1,675
Dec:
723 ---------------- TOTAL: 15,993 ---------------NSWP.ORG serves documents to readers from all over the world. Traffic analysis gives
sense of where requests for our content come from. Below is a table which shows how
many files were served to the top 25 countries in December 2006.
-----------------------------2006: Top 25 Countries
----------------------------- United States*:
61,999 India:
11,983
United Arab Emirates: 6,158 Germany:
6,056 Canada:
5,962 United Kingdom:
4,509 Thailand:
4,090 Italy:
3,465 Netherlands:
3,501 Saudi Arabia:
3,262

Australia:
3,122 France:
3,030
2,854 Turkey:
2,447 Japan:
2,287 Switzerland:
2,250 Mexico:
2,118 Malaysia:
1,916 Belgium:
1,162 Singapore:
998 Finland:
959 ------------------------------

Poland:
2,374 Brazil:
2,131 Indonesia:
1,462 Austria:
975 Hungary:

(* includes .com, .edu, .us. Calculations of requested by country are based on country digraph
suffixes. Statistics are not completely accurate, therefore, since .com domains exist in some
countries other than the US.)

Traffic statistics are updated monthly and traffic reports posted on the NSWP.ORG
website.
•

NSWP Traffic Reports (nswp.org/trafficstats/)

NSWP email listserves
NSWP provides one main secure email listserve (nswp-list@nswp.org) has a current
total of 133 subscribers. In 2006 nswp-list subscribers posted 1,103 messages.
----------------- 2006: nswp-list Total Messages ----------------- Dec:
60
Nov:
76
Oct:
150
Sep:
116
Aug:
168
Jul:
135
Jun:
72
May:
99
Apr:
51
Mar:
52
Feb:
51
Jan.
73 ----------------- TOTAL: 1,103 ----------------NSWP also offers four other smaller email groupserve lists. These include:
•
•
•
•

"Making Sex Work Safe in Asia" (msws-list@nswp.org :77
subscribers)
"Africa Network of Sex Work Projects" (answp-list@nswp.org: 31
subscribers)
"French Africa" (list-afrique@nswp.org: 18 subscribers)
"Making Sex Work Safe French" (msws-fr@nswp.org: 26
subscribers)

NSWP.ORG 2006 budget
---------------------------------------2006 Budget - NSWP.ORG
---------------------------------------- Domain hosting*:
$435
Subdomain hosting & Secure realm: 150 (office.nswp.org)
Secure listserve:
285 additional disc space (250 Mb)**
(288) Extra data tranfer:
240 (16 Gb per annum)
Development & maintenance:
2,300 (100 hours @ $23/hr)
---------------------------------------- TOTAL
USD $3,410
---------------------------------------* Includes enhanced UNIX account, 100 Mb disc space, 10 email accounts, unlimited group lists
and email forwards.
** In July 2006 we ran out of disc space on the server and had to increase our disc space
allotment by 250 Mb at a cost of $24 a month ($288 per year). This additional expense was not

covered by the 2006 budget. An increase in the 2007 NSWP.ORG budget is needed to cover the
additional cost.

NSWP.ORG transition
Early in the upcoming year, Andrew Sorfleet will be vacating his role as the NSWP.ORG
webmaster and listmaster. A founding member of the NSWP, Andrew Sorfeet created
the NSWP's first visual identity and presence on the World Wide Web in 1996 to
coincide with the NSWP's attendance at the XI International Conference on HIV/AIDS in
Vancouver. He designed the NSWP's workdwark and logos which have since been used
on NSWP's communications, publications and banners all over the world.
For the last decade Sorfleet has guided and nurtured NSWP.ORG to become an
extremely popular and influential Internet content provider on the subject of sex
workers' health and human rights. During this time Andrew has volunteered countless
hours of work, as well as endless advise and expertise.
Sorfleet is resigning from his Internet duties at NSWP in order to make more time for
some new and exciting projects he has planned. The NSWP would like to sincerely
thank Andrew for all his hard work, and we wish him all the best in his future
endeavours.
The NSWP will be seeking a new webmaster and listmaster to maintain as well as host
NSWP.ORG website and email listserves. Andrew has generously offered to assist the
new webmaster with this transition of NSWP.ORG. Suggestions or help finding our new
webmaster are greatly appreciated.

